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How to apply for Child Support 
You can apply for a child support assessment online using your myGov account or our website.
The child support assessment works out how much financial support a child needs, and each parent's share of it. To complete the child support assessment, we’ll set aside an amount from each parent’s income to recognise their own living expenses, then consider how much care each provides, and what it costs to raise children of that age.
You can apply for a child support assessment without letting the other parent know, or them agreeing. We'll contact the other parent to tell them an application has been made and confirm their details.
If asking for child support puts you at risk or you have safety concerns, you can call the Centrelink families line or go to a service centre and ask to speak to a social worker. You may not need to apply for child support, ask to discuss exemptions. We can support you through the process.
To be eligible for child support you must be the child’s legal parent, or a non-parent carer looking after them. The child needs to be under 18.
To lodge an application you’ll need:  
· Your details. 
· The other parent's details, including their full name, date of birth and last known address. 
· Your children's details.
· Parenting information, like details of when you were married or lived together, or your child’s birth certificate. Your care arrangements — how many nights a year your child is with each of you. 
· Your income and bank account details. 
We’ll let you know if we need any other documents to support your application.
We’ll then make an assessment about how much child support is payable.
Both parents will receive a notice of assessment showing how the figure was reached. 
You’ll choose how payments are handled. We can collect and transfer them for you or you can manage them between yourselves. 
If you disagree with the assessment, you can object, and there are further review rights after that. 
To get started sign in to myGov or call the Child Support enquiry line at 131272. The sooner you apply, the sooner it starts.
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