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Are you 21 or younger and looking for full-time work? You may be able to get Youth Allowance for job seekers. It’s also available if you’re sick or injured and can’t work or study for a short time.
There are eligibility rules, including residence rules and income tests. You also need to tell us about any paid work you do, including part-time or casual jobs.
Most people 21 or younger are considered ‘dependent’, so your parents’ income will affect whether you can get Youth Allowance and how much you get. In some circumstances, you might be classed as ‘independent’.
If you haven’t claimed a payment before, you can get started online. You don’t need to visit a service centre. Create a myGov account, request a Centrelink Customer Reference Number, and link Centrelink to myGov to begin your claim.
You’ll need to provide documents, including proof of identity. You may also be asked to provide supporting documents to progress your claim. You can submit these online. You’ll get a receipt after you upload them. You don’t need to call to check.
Track your claim’s progress in your online account. We’ll send a letter with the outcome. If your claim is approved, you’ll need to report your income and your partner’s income if you have one, even if it’s zero.
You might also need to attend an appointment with an Employment Service Provider or agree to a Job Plan.
Our website has more information about Youth Allowance for job seekers and how to claim.
servicesaustralia.gov.au/jobseeker
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