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Troyisha

My name is Troyisha. I'm a proud Kalkatungu woman, born in Mt Isa but raised in Townsville. I'm a 2025 graduate of the Indigenous Apprenticeship Program, and I'm working for the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority.
At the Reef Authority we do rotations throughout the year. So I started in Corporate Services. I then moved on to Marine Park operations, where I provided secretariat support for the Crown-of-thorns Starfish Control Program and to a project team implementing a new reef compliance system.
Protecting the reef is very important to me because not only is it a natural wonder, but it's a living ecosystem that supports marine life, tourism, and communities along the coast.
One thing that I love about working here at the Reef Authority was being able to deepen my understanding on the significance of Sea Country for Traditional Owners.
It holds a significant cultural and spiritual connection and working with Traditional Owners to protect that means protecting the traditions for future generations as well.
My son the other day was watching a reef documentary, and I told him, you know my work helps protect the reef and those animals and he was so excited. He thought it was the best thing in the world.
So that experience really reminded me why I love working here. It's that sense of purpose, you know, no matter what team you're in here, you feel like you're making a positive impact, not only just out on the reef, but to the community and maybe for future generations.
For anyone else thinking about applying, I would say just do it.
Going to the graduation, you see people from all walks of life. You see young people, old people, people that are fresh out of school or people that are having a major career change.
And it's actually really beautiful to see everyone just walking across that stage. So I don't think there's anything stopping you. I would say be confident in yourself and hit that submit button.

Samson

There are some people that aren't here with me today that I think if they had this program at that time, they'd still be here.
My name's Samson. I'm a proud, young Indigenous man.
I work for the Department of Industry, Science and Resources as a Grants Officer. I can work on a program from farming all the way to National Science Week.
I tell everyone now I'm like, have a look at the Indigenous Apprenticeship Program. You know, it's helped me vastly.
I worked for the New South Wales TrainLink and Sydney Trains and I sort of thought I had my career path set out. I was going to go from on the stations to a train guard, then to be a train driver.
Unfortunately, though, yeah, my father had left the picture and all of a sudden nowhere else felt more right than being home with my mother and my sister.
I'd come back home and was looking through jobs and stumbled across the ad and I thought, wow.
Was I confident enough to apply for it? No. I won’t take that credit. My mother actually pushed me, you know, for the place I was at that time, self-confidence was quite low. But it  looked like a program that I could be supported in, I could develop myself in and figure out what my future held.
I was instantly welcomed. And I don't think I'd been a part of the workplace that was so accepting or so nice from the get go.
I walked in and I saw other people expressing who they were, sort of put me at ease because I'm, I like to express myself. I like to be different and to feel as though that's okay in a workplace, even to feel as though I can be Indigenous. That was a big one.
I know my future involves success, and how I define that isn't by money, but just my personal wellbeing.
I want to study. I want to go be a lawyer.
The biggest difference between Samson then and Samson now is just, I'm happy now. Yeah. It's, it's quite confronting, even thinking about how I viewed myself or how I held myself back then but I'm glad my mother pushed me to it.
Best decision I ever made.

Tayla
My name is Tayla and I work at AIATSIS in People Services.
Born and raised in Canberra.
My Indigenous side heritage is Jerrinja, which is up on the South Coast in Nowra.
I want to be able to provide and set my daughter up for a good life. My main goal is that she grows up happy and healthy.
She's five. She's got a very big personality. Very big. She's always performing something or like drawing. She's very creative.
She's also been a big change in my life because I had her so young.
It wasn't a path that I wanted to go down at all. I wouldn't change it. She's like my little best friend.
I was working in a security company in a call centre. And someone sent me the link to the application to apply.
I liked that it was all online. I don't like face to face interviews.
Finding out that I got accepted I screamed and was like, oh my God. And then it, like, clicked in that this is really happening.
I was placed in IT here at AIATSIS. I ended up moving over into People Services or HR.
The support from them has been incredible. They were, like, always ready to help. They were checking up on me every week.
I ended up meeting a few more people, expanding my circle. It almost felt like a family in a way.
It's allowed me to put myself out there more.
Yeah. It's also allowed me to be a role model for my daughter. If she sees me do things that might be hard or uncomfortable and hopefully as she grows up she'll do the same.
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