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Roseanne’s story
NARRATOR: For many Australian farmers, working the land can be a long and lonely road.
ROSEANNE: Certainly we were facing bankruptcy several times, and we just kept on ploughing on.
NARRATOR: As do most farmers. But then Roseanne came across an Australian Government program called Farm Household Allowance—and it changed their lives.
ROSEANNE: It provided financial support, which was great. But it also provided a caseworker and a training element, educational element.
NARRATOR: Roseanne says life on the farm is particularly hard on the women. And that’s where being able to talk with the caseworker was vital for her.
ROSEANNE: You can’t see anything happening, you can’t see the weather breaking, you can’t see the financial side of things improving. Stresses and strains increase—there’s a point where you just close up.
NARRATOR: But that changed over time after being able to talk things through, usually over the phone, with the caseworker.
ROSEANNE: Who was professional, who was confidential, and knowledgeable, and was willing to listen. And just to be able to say, ‘look, I feel awful, I feel this or that, or we’re facing bankruptcy, what are we going to do. I’ve got no idea. What other options have we got?’
NARRATOR: The Farm Household Allowance provides fortnightly financial support. But just as important is the advice, guidance and opportunities for training to help farmers decide what they can do next.
NARRATOR: They may decide to work off farm, diversify, or change the way they farm.
ROSEANNE: We’re actually in a better position now. We can not only see a future in farming, the way we’re doing it, but it is a joyful thing for the people involved.
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