Hi I’m Stevie Lee, and I work at the National Indigenous Australian Agency. My main role is languages, but I’m also fortunate enough to be one of the NAIDOC Secretariats to support the national NAIDOC committee. 
I’ve heard about the program from my sister, actually. She applied, so I thought let me throw my hat in the ring and see where it goes. So, I was an aboriginal health worker for 5 years, but when I moved to Canberra I wanted to a change in job, so I applied. I was actually super surprised with the amount of responses that I had gotten. 
A lot of us First Nations people don't have the confidence or don't think that we would be able to just apply for something that's advertised. Well I know I didn't think that I didn't have the experience, I didn't have any of it. But with the IAP, you get to study, and you get to learn on the job. So, I think it’s year, it’s great.
 I do hope one day that I can be where my manager is. She's one of the best managers I’ve ever, ever met. She’s so empathetic and bubbly, and just pushes us to be better. And that’s who I want to be like. You wouldn’t be able get a career like this in my little country town where I come from. Sometimes people don’t even finish high school. So I hope that I can show my family and my mob back home that it doesn't matter where you come from, what you’ve lived in the past. If you want to do something, you can put your mind to it, and you can go. 
Apply for the program and see where it gets you. And I’m happy that I did, because I absolutely love working here. I really do.   
  
